POETRY ACTION FOR CLASSROOM AND STAGE:
Guide for teachers to poems, authors and first lines, J.R.Poulter
Let’s Jabberwocky! 
Poetry Action for Students
Introduction by J.R.Poulter
[Imagimals –  Vol. 1, Teacher Notes & Worksheets – Introduction by Stephen G. Robinson; Preface by Dulcie Meddows]


1. Help! I think I’m Dying Out!

a. Who Shot the Wombat – Jill Morris  

First line ‘Who shot the wombat with the golden fur,’

b. Hurroo for the Roo – Tom Gunn (senior)
First line ‘What without wallaby, ‘possum, or roo,’
2. Man’s Best Friend 
a. Dog: A song to sing… – Gloria Yates

First line – ‘It’s plain from all the evidence,’

b. Our Cattle Dog – Gloria Yates 

First line – ‘She doesn’t walk at heel –‘

c. Our Dog Believes – Jan Turner –Jones

First line – ‘Our dog believes that he’s a cat,’

d. Dog-tired – Max Fatchen  
First line – ‘A hint of sadness in his eyes,’

e. Fleas – Gloria B. Yates 

First line – ‘Fleas, fleas,’

3. Loving Kitty!

a. Kitten Ho! – Jenny Gibson

First line – ‘My sister has a kitten.’

b. Mice! Mice! Mice! – Jan Turner –Jones

First line – ‘It started with a pair of mice –‘

c. Aftermath – Carmen Poulter 

First line – ‘Puss ‘n feathers’

4. It’s a Jungle Out There!

a. The Active Jungle – David Astley 

First line – ‘Green and dense and strange,’

b. Zoo View – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Which side of the bars are you,’

c. The Pony in the Pantry – Monica Tankey

First line – ‘There’s a pony in the pantry’
5. Imagimals

a. A Teddy Bear – Leonie Cox 

First line - ‘A  Teddy Bear is special’

b. The Ballad of Bartley and Beckersey Blueborn – Vi Mathieson

First line – ‘We’re the Blueborn Brothers!’

c. For Love of a Child – Vi Mathieson 

First line – ‘Bernard B. Bear had a problem quite grave.’

d. ITS – J.R.Poulter
First line – ‘ITS’

6. Out of the Ordinary

a. The Parting – Adele Kipping

First line – ‘She pestered for weeks’

b. Turtle? Tortoise? Tortle – Jan Turner – Jones

First line – ‘A turtle’s not a tortoise’

c. EEEYUK! – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Cunning and sly,’

7. Phonicky Fun!

a. The Big Parade – Dianne Idriss

First line – ‘Fairy penguins parade,’

b. Flea Poem – Max Fatchen

First line  - ‘A’

c. Caterpillar – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Hunch’

d. Butterfly Blues – Gloria Yates 

First line – Child:
Butterfly, flutterby,’

e. There Was a Cat – Ann Davis

First line – ‘Brave of heart was Kittykatter’

Poems in Teacher Text
f. Pyramid (a shape poem) – J.R.Poulter
First line – ‘A’

g. Chuff Chuff (sound poem) – J.R.Poulter

First line- ‘Chug, chug, choof, choof,’
8. Backyard Friends

a. The Lizard Poem – Jan Turner – Jones

First line – ‘Old Mr Blue Tongue settles in the sin,’

b. Frog in the Mailbox – Gloria B. Yates

First line – ‘There’s a bright green frog’

c. The Cheeky Frog – Marco /Mark Gliori

First line – ‘There was a green frog who lived in a log’

9. Nippy Nasties and Other Horrors!

a. Sarah, the Huntsman Spider – Christopher Brocklebank

First line - ‘Sarah, the Huntsman Spider, loved to dance,’

b. Beware’ – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Snap, snap, Snark!
Poems in Teacher Text
c. Side-Winder SSSnake – J.R.Poulter
First line - Side-Winder SSSnake’

10. Up side / Down side

a. My Tomcat – Marco /Mark Gliori

First line – ‘I had a tomcat tough and wild’

b. Cane Toads – Hilarie Lindsay

First line – ‘Gulp, gulp, gulp,’

c. Kangarorse – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘I wanted to go riding,’

d. Bats – Michelle Taylor

First line – ‘Bats are making ‘tracks’’

e. Galah at Sunset – Gloria B. Yates

First line – ‘I went to walk around the park’

11. Rap It Up!

a. The Full Moon Rap – Dulcie Meddows

First line – ‘Under the stars when the moon spins bright,’

b. Denzil the Dinosaur – Dulcie Meddows
First line -  Chorus:
‘In the Snowy Mountains of Aus-tra-li-a’

Poems in Teacher Text
c. Drumming Up a Storm – J.R.Poulter
First line – ‘Miranda Panda, dressed in red,’
d. A Love Sonnet – Jan Turner-Jones

   First line – ‘’They say that beauty’s more than just skin deep,’

[Food, Glorious Food – Vol. 2, Teacher Notes & Worksheets – Introduction by Margaret Gibbs; Preface by Mark Svendsen]


12. Foodfest!

a. Watch the Wobble – Max Fatchen
First line – ‘Green jelly, green jelly, green jelly…’

b. Putting One Over – J.R.Poulter
First line – ‘Lamingtons are very nice,’

c. Just a Sprinkle – Max Fatchen

First line – ‘Hundreds and thousands sprinkling’

d. Inside Story – Max Fatchen

First line – ‘A lolly cake’

13. Multicultural Celebration 
a. Bubble Gum Bump – Dulcie Meddows

First line – ‘Oh what a ca-lam-ity’

b. Ow! Wow! – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘VERY HOT curry is NOT very nice,’

c. Drip Torture – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Icy ice-blocks slurp and lick,’

14. Chocaholic Day!

a. How I Was Saved from Chocaholism! – J. R. Poulter

First line – ‘Aunty’s got a chocolate box.’

b. The Great Chocolate Hide! - J.R.Poulter

First line -  ‘Beware my Aunt! I’ve made a sign’

15. Edible Art!

a. In the Honey Pot! – J.R.Poulter [also in the Teacher Notes with action directions]

First line – ‘The fly got’

b. Lollipops – Michelle Taylor

First line – ‘Lollipops’

16. Tasteorama!

a. A Piece of Cake! – J.R. Poulter

First line – ‘At Susie Sutcliffe’s party,’

17. Food Words 

a. Snottygobbles – Mark Svendsen

First line – ‘When eating snottygobbles,’

b. Marco Polo in the Land of Pepper – Diane Beckingham

First line – ‘Here’s something new-‘

c. Jellyckle, Bellyckle! – J.R.Poulter

First line - ‘Jolly jelly jumps and jiggles’

d. Fishy Dish – Dianne Idriss

First line- ‘The seal made a wish’

18. Food With Feeling!

a. Ned, the Rock Eater- Rob Morris

First line – ‘Ned, the Rock Eater’

b. Pies ‘n’ Peas – J.R.Poulter

First line -  ‘Pies ‘n peas upon a plate,’

c. Slip, Slop, Slob! – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘”A plate is for stopping’

19. Food – The Way We Eat

a. My Brother Ben, One – Colin Thiele

First line – ‘My Brother Ben’

20. Food – Health and Wholeness
a. Pizza Shoes – Rob Morris

First line – ‘Rodja Rite’

b. Sweety – Mark Svendsen

First line – ‘Eating sweets and lollies’

c. Recycling – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Chewing gum chewed hard and long,’

21. Not Marzipan Mice!

a. Mice-cream Pie – Gloria B. Yates

First line – ‘Chorus: Mice-cream pie!’

b. Caught! – Lyn Hurry

First line – ‘She crept to the kitchen in dark of the night;’

22. Food Oddities

a. Something Nice to Munch! – Jeri Kroll

First line – ‘I was standing in the garden’

23. Don’t Look Now, the Onion’s Crying!

a. The Kitchen Revolt! – Mark/Marco Gliori

First line – ‘A piece of meat sat, drowning quickly in fat,’

24. Let’s Go Shopping!

a. Thursday Night Shopping – Michele Guides

First line – ‘Shopping with Mum is SUCH a BORE’

b. Shopping – Margaret Gradwell

First line – ‘Walking down the street’

[Nose to Nose – Vol. 3, Teacher Notes & Worksheets – Introduction byJane Greenfield; Preface by Marco Gliori]


25. Coffee-coloured People

a. The Boat People – Betty Roberts 

First line - ‘Such tall people’

b. Cultural Aborigine – Sam Conway

First line- ‘Chorus: Rock Art, Spiritual Art, Corroboree’ 
c. Scenes from ”A Boy”’ – Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘My mother hugs and kisses me,’

d. Nostalgic Wish – Nghia Nhon Luu

First line – ‘While the icy snow wrapped the Black Forest trees,’

26. Itchy, Bitchy, Botheration!

a. Rough Stuff! – Robert Morris

First line- ‘Jillian Sparks’

b. Botheration – J.R.Poulter

First line- ‘Child: Grumble, rumble, snivel, snap!’

c. A Scratchy Poem – Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘It’s perfectly normal’

d. RAAAAHHHRRRR! – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Baby Lion threw a tantrum,’

27. A to B and Back Again!
a. One Mile to School Each Morning – Herb Wharton

First line – ‘One mile to school each morning’

b. Down to the Corner Shop – Ross Clark

First line – ‘”I held my hand up’

c. Remembering – Sandbanks and Fishing – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Dad,’

28. AAARGH!

a. Monster, Monster – Michelle Taylor

First line – ‘Monster, Monster under the bed,’

b. Schwanky – Jan Turner- Jones

First line – ‘I woke one night when I was five’

29. Danger, Keep Out!

a. The House Where Children Should Not Be – Mark/Marco Gliori

First line – ‘There is an old abandoned house where children should not be.’

b. It’s Always There But I Can Beat It – Ian Irvine

First line – ‘It’s always out there’

c. Day Break – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Eye-rise over the blanket edge-‘

Poems in Teacher Text
d. School Lunch (form poem) – J.R.Poulter

First line- ‘Apple, sandwich, butter, cheese,’

30. What Counts

a. My Mother Plant – Mark /Marco Gliori

First line – ‘My mother bought a pot plant,’

b. Cullerdup – Maureen Burdett

First line – ‘Where all the grass is sugary pink’

c. Little Tommy Bridges – Ann Davis

First line – ‘Tommy Bridges was a fidget’

31. Getting Physical

a. Leap! – Isabelle Kearsley

First line – Leap! Leap’

b. Up, Down and Around – Elisha Majid

First line – ‘When I jump up high’

Poems in Teacher Text
c. Paul (Cinquain)- J.R.Poulter

First Line – ‘Paul’

d. My Best Friend (Cinquain) – Estelle Poulter

First line – ‘Katrina’

32. WannaBee!

a. Champions in the House – Bruce Dawe

First line – ‘Where’s Billy now? He’s not in bed’

b. Flags – Jan Turner-Jones 

First line – ‘”You’ve travelled from the Shaky Isles?”’

c. Legend of Mick O’Malley – Margaret Brice

First line – Mick O’Malley was a droll old man,’

d. Superman-Take Off – D. O. Poulter

First line ‘Here goes SUPERMAN!’

33. Crowded House

a. The Old Woman – Mairi Neil

First line – There was an old woman’

b. Room For One More – Robert Morris

First line- ‘They’ve got ten kids’

Poems in Teacher Text
c. Just One More – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘There’s room for one more!’

34. Being Me

a. Face Travel – Gloria B.Yates

First line – ‘My face can Travel all day long,’

b. Identical Twins – Joyce Trickett O.A.M.

First line – ‘I’m one of two, twins.’

c. The Filling in the Sandwich – Joyce Trickett O.A.M

First line – ‘I am called ‘the filling in the sandwich.’’

35. Unfair!

a. The Sub’s Complaint – Teena Raffa-Mulligan

First line – ‘Player: Me sideline sitting?’

b. Cheats Don’t Prosper – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Justin: I loved Julietta Clark,’

36. School Rules, O.K.!

a. Count Down – Jeff Guess

First line – ‘10’

b. The Scarey Boy – Bill Condon 

First line – ‘Professor Pamela McGurk’

c. Racing the Clock – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘”TOCK!”’

d. The Teacher’s Talking Poem – Jan Turner-Jones

   First line – ‘Children: Buzz, buzz, buzz, chat, chat, chat,’

37. ‘Pop’ular Culture

a. The Ultimate Classroom Riddle – Ross Clark

First line – ‘Question:’

b. Poet Writing – Mark Svendsen

First line – ‘some words’

c. Poetical Pie   - Max Fatchen

First line – ‘Poetical pie, poetical pie’

d. The Geometry of My Poetry – John Cussadia

First line – ‘In poetry’

Poems in Teacher Text
e. Haiku – Carmen Poulter

First line – ‘Chilling, thrilling spi-‘

f. Haiku – Peter Clyburn

First line – ‘Calls of “Daddy! Come!’

[Places ‘n’ Spaces – Vol. 4, Teacher Notes & Worksheets – Introduction by J.R.Poulter; Preface by Jeff Guess]


38. Let’s Jabberwocky!

a. Jabberwocky – Lewis Carroll

First line – ‘’Twas brillig, and the slithy toves’

b. Seesaw words – Diane Beckingham 

First line – ‘harum scarum’

c. Thinks – Mark Svendsen

First line – ‘I thought myself a little think,

d. Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep – John Cussadia

First line – ‘Clem Clam rocked the cradle for a Tim Tam’

e. Surrnuppshous Nai – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘He squatched it in the flub one day,’

39. Sand, Surf ‘n’ Sun

a. Beaches – Jeri Kroll

First line – ‘I love rambling beaches,’

b. Beachcombing – Jeff Guess

First line – ‘i. 
I found a tiny fan shell’

40. Help! I’m Losing It!

a. Mazes – Diane Beckingham

First line – ‘This maze amazes me’

b. Hide and Seek – Mairi Neil

First line – ‘One, two, three, four, five’

41. The Classroom is Everywhere

a. Our Classroom – Jeff Guess

First line – ‘Our classroom is a pain’

b. And the Kookaburra Laughed – Ann Davis

First line – ‘I walked along the old bush track’ 

c. At the Art Gallery (two Haiku) – Peter Clyburn
First lines- i) ‘Rounding a corner; ii) ‘Giggle, point, giggle point.’’

d. Teacher’s Revenge – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘”Time, boys time!” the teacher said,’

42. A Garden of Many Splendours

a. Willow – Maureen Burdett

First line- ‘”Don’t leave” cried the willow’

b. In the Garden – Dulcie Meddows

First line – ‘In the garden’

43. Home is Where the Heart Is

a. Buying a House – Margaret Brice

First line – ‘Now, Billy can you see’

b. Little Old Man – Jan Turner- Jones

First line – ‘Hidden inside the gunyah’s shadow,’

c. Circus Life – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘THE CIRCUS! The circus has come to town!’

d. Walkabout – Diane Beckingham

First line – ‘Morning: scuttling skinks

-rustle, rustle’’

Poems in Teacher Text
e. Three Haiku (from At Home series) – Peter Clyburn 

First lines – i) ‘Prising open bamboo blinds; ii)’”Don’t wake Daddy up!”’; iii) ‘Saturday morning’

44. Wet, Wet, Wet!

a. Rain Song – Hilarie Lindsay

First line – ‘When the river runs a banker’

b. Circle Poem – Jeri Kroll

First line - ‘Blow, wind, tickle my knees.’

c. Heatwave – Jeri Kroll

First line – ‘I’m sticky and sweaty today.’

d. The Wind – Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘Oh Wind, have a care’

Poems in Teacher Text
e. Drought – Hilarie Lindsay

First line – ‘Rain shuts its umbrella.’

45. Gloom ‘n’ Doom
a. It’s a Worry – Jan Turner-Jones 

First line – ‘The ozone layer’s blown a hole-‘

b. Bill Says………- Teena Raffa-Mulligan

First line – ‘Bill says there’ll be a war, Mum,’

46. Harsh Beginnings

a. Gold Fever Diary – Jan Turner- Jones

First line – ‘Eighteen hundred and fifty-one:

b. A Wife’s Song – Jan Turner- Jones

First line – ‘My life today at Spring Creek digs’

c. Water Boy – Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘He never made a fortune there’

47. Country vs. City

a. Our Visit to the City! – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Out in the city’

b. Picking Avocados – Hilarie Lindsay

First line – ‘Picking avocados’

c. Bush Cycle – Dominic and Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘Sun comes up

so fast,’

d. Points of View (for wetter or worse) – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘City kids splash water’

Poems in Teacher Text
e. Haiku series At the Park – Peter Clyburn

First lines- i) ‘Cream magnolia petals fall’; ii) ‘These fountains froth’

48. Head On!

a. Advice to Anna – Diane Beckingham

First line – ‘My dear Miss Goanna’

b. Commuter – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Putter, putter’

c. At the Train Station (two haiku) – Peter Clyburn

First lines – i) ‘I spread out my hand’; ii) ‘The midnight train’

d. Hang On! – Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘”Jump up!” said Mick. “Don’t waste my hours,’

49. Couch Potatoes –

a. The Best Seat – Mark / Marco Gliori

First line – ‘Out the car and up the stairs’

b. TV Watcher – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Images float by in the TV tank,’

Appendix – additional performance/ concert  pieces

 [Imagimals]

a. Oh Mother, Wow! – J.R.Poulter 

First line – ‘Child: Mum!’

b. My Elephant (Fred)! -  E.A.Poulter and J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Twins: Elephants make wonderful pets!’

c. When Aunt Agnes Comes – J.R.Poulter

First line- ‘Twin 1: Where do all the crumbs go’

d. Why Polly Cracked Up! – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Parrot [Oxford English accent]: Some people see pink elephants,’

e. Butterfleye – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Caterpillar’

f. Dragon Party – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Group 1: Newly hatched dragonlings firing up’

g. Abby – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Silver tabby,’

h. Lean Cat Cuisine – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Late afternoon’

i. Aussie Birds – J. & D. Turner –Jones

First line – ‘Forest Bronzewings go oomph-oo,’

[Food, Glorious Food]
j. What You Like to Lick – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Child 1: What do you like to lick,’

k. ‘Add’itives – J.R.Poulter
First line – ‘Chorus (4 voices): ‘“Our chips ‘re much crisper,’

l. A Sort of Song For Food Gone Wrong – Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘They say that fat will kill ya dead’

m. Home Grown – In Granny’s Garden – Jan Tuner –Jones 

First line – ‘My Granny says when she was young’

[Nose to Nose]

n. The Bridge – Jane Greenwood

First line – ‘Every day,’

o. Susan Watching Clouds – J.R.Poulter

First line – ‘Voice 1: High in the house tops under the breeze’

[Places ‘n’ Spaces]



p. The Road to Crooked Tower – J.R.McRae 

First line –‘Group 1: On the Road to Crooked Tower ‘

q. This Island Earth – Jan Turner-Jones

First line – ‘Voices 1: The birds that fill the sky,’

r. Maralinga Dawn – Jan Turner-Jones

First line- ‘Maralinga morning when the sand turned gold,’

s. Koala Corridor – J.R.Poulter

First line- ‘Narrator: Winding through the suburbs’
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